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Students run for Right to Play 
Approximately 30 ASL students, faculty, and staff including Lesley Yeo, Chris Goff, 
Alison Smithies, Greg Gerken, Michelle Gerken and Tamatha Bibbo, participated in the 
Right to Play (RTP) run at Battersea Park on Friday 11 May. More than £41,000 was 
raised for the RTP, which works “to improve the lives of children in some of the most 
disadvantaged areas of the world by using the power of sport and play for develop-
ment, health and peace.” Grade 6 student Lachlan Smithies won an Xbox for the 
fastest time by a student (19 minutes for 5K). What an exciting event and way for 
students to support RTP!
Westminster Academy community partnership
Every Thursday, we go as a group to the Westminster Academy. While there, we join 
their debate club, which is divided into two age groups. Working with the younger 
group, we help them develop arguments and ideas about a wide range of topics. With 
the older group, however, we take a less pedagogical role and, instead, join in as equal 
partners in running a debate. It has been a really great experience. It gave us the 
opportunity to work with some really bright and talented kids over a prolonged period, 
and, in doing so, to develop great relationships on both an intellectual and social level. 
Additionally, we all got to help them hone their debating and communication skills in a 
very different environment from that which we are all used to at ASL.  
— Hayden Nadler ’14 and Joey Goldman ’12

Lower School students raise funds for the World Wildlife Fund (WWF)
In late February to early March, two lower school students set about raising money and 
awareness to protect endangered animals. Katy Welch, from Grade 2, and Julianna 
Lukacs, from Grade 4, partnered to produce this campaign. “I read a book about endan-
gered animals in Grade 1 and wanted to do something to help,” Katy said. The two stu-
dents made a presentation to the Lower School explaining what was happening and why 
the animals needed their help. “Illegal poaching, the destruction of habitats and climate 
change are endangering these animals,” Julianna said. For a £1 donation, students 
were given a sticker of one of six endangered animals and, over four afternoons, they 
raised £383.71. “It was great that so many people wanted to help,” Julianna said. After 
sending the money to the World Wildlife Fund (WWF), both Katy and Julianna received a 
personal note of thanks from the charity.  Katy said her biggest reward was “raising so 
much money and finding out how much people really cared about animals.”

 News
One of the great challenges of global education is 
making the distant real. At ASL, we have two huge 
advantages—a global community inside school, and 
a global neighborhood outside. By working 
collaboratively and including a global perspective in 
all we do, both help us to shrink distances and 
understand our world better. 

From Lower School teachers (and a student) bringing 
back stories and photographs from our partner 
school in India to high school students visiting a 
fair-trade cocoa cooperative in the Dominican 
Republic, we strive to make the connections human 
and familiar.

Our local community partnerships also continue to 
thrive and develop; this year, more High School 
Alternatives than ever took place in London and the 
UK.

Neatly linking the global and the local, the ICC-
sponsored Global Festival provided a wonderful day 
of celebration and the perfect theme: Finding the 
World in London.

Happy Reading!

Annabel Lucy Smith
Consultant for Global & Community Education
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Exploring Alderney
BY MEGAN MCGILCHRIST, PH.D., HS ENGLISH TEACHER

During High School Alternatives, eleven 9th, 10th and 11th graders, along 
with Marvin Williams and myself, travelled to a little known Channel Island 
for a four-day trip, facilitated by the Alderney Wildlife Trust. 

The island of Alderney, one of the more isolated spots in the United Kingdom, is 
full of interest, historically, geographically, ecologically, culturally, and artistically. The 
45-minute flight from Southampton Airport to Alderney in a 16-seat plane was the 
perfect way to begin the visit. The pilot’s remark, “Welcome to Alderney. Now set 
your watches back forty years,” set the tone for the next four days. The trip was a 
true escape from the city—unplugging, being in nature, and slowing down.

We were met at Alderney’s tiny airport by Roland Gauvain, ecologist, head of the 
Alderney Wildlife Trust, who welcomed us to the island. During the walk to the B& B 
we passed one of the many Alderney Stones, an open-air artistic installation spread 
out over the island, created by artist Andy Goldsworthy. 

The island is dotted with the remains of Nazi fortifications built during World War 
II when the Channel Islands were occupied by the Germans. There are also many 
Victorian fortifications, and some earlier military structures, dating back to the 
Napoleonic Wars, and beyond, to the Tudor and Roman periods. Additionally, the 
natural topography is stunning: beautiful and dramatic cliffs and beaches, sea 
views all around, agrarian landscapes, and woodland.

After a bus tour, Roland took us to one of the Trust’s wildlife centers. Here we did 
some bird identification, breaking up into groups, one of which walked to the 
birdhide with a Trust member, James, Assistant Ecologist, to look at some local 
species unobserved. The other group did open field bird identification with Roland, 
and Gareth, Trust Ecologist. 

The third day was the high point in a trip full of high points. Sarah, the Trust’s 
Conservation Officer, and Adam, their Reserves Officer - and a qualified archaeolo-
gist, met us first thing in the morning, and together we walked to the Alderney 
Community Woodland on Les Rochers. This site is a combination of woodland 
planting and historical excavations where islanders and visitors can learn more 
about how the island’s “cultural” landscape has been created through humans’ 
historic actions. Visitors may get involved by helping to plant a woodland, 
continuing thus to provide sustainable development for the next generation. Part of 
the Woodland site covers an area where a Nazi “Strongpoint”— a strongly armed 
and heavily fortiied point in a defense system, —was buried. Our students had the 
opportunity to practice hands-on archaeology, digging, moving earth, revealing 
buried structures, and finding small artefacts. Nearly all the boys really threw 
themselves into this activity, and were reluctant to stop after three hours. It was 
truly inspiring for them to be part of an actual ongoing archaeological dig; several 
expressed a wish to return to Alderney to work further on the archaeological site.

During our visit we took a cruise around the entire island. One of the most 
memorable sights of this voyage was a close view of Les Etacs, the site of the vast 
gannet colony, with its more than 7000 birds soaring on their six-foot wings. We 
also passed close to Burhou, the island bird sanctuary, and saw puffins in their 
natural habitat. 

Of our students’ participation, Roland said, ”Few places are more different from 
the streets of London than this little island just 8 miles off the French coast, yet it’s 
amazing how young people of any background can learn to integrate into an 
environment that’s open and full of wildlife. It was a pleasure to see the ASL group 
not only get to grips with the challenge of a new environment but also go beyond 
that to take part in everything from digging out World War 11 bunkers and creating 
information points to identifying different species of wild birds.”

BY LARS SKATTUM ’12

This year, our family deviated from the normal Spring Break of relaxing by the beach, as this year we 
climbed Mount Kilimanjaro. The motives for this adventure stemmed from my dad, as the only gift he 
wanted from us for his 50th birthday was for all of us to climb with him. Dad’s present was the seed and 
because of his work with Right to Play and Myeloma cancer research, we decided to get people to 
sponsor us, therefore turning our vacation into an expedition. We flew into Tanzania where we met our 
guide and spent the night. We drove four hours to the base before starting our journey (which would 
take eight days, six up and two down). At first, the climbing was fun and easy, but as we ascended the 
mountain, the going got tough. 

The altitude seemed to affect myself and my brothers more than Mom and Dad and by the time we reached the fifth day, 
we were struggling. By the sixth day we had reached the base camp (the last camp before the summit) and some of us were 
feeling the altitude while others were feeling sick for other reasons. Today was the day we summited, leaving the camp at 
11:00 pm, walking seven hours so we reached the peak just as the sun was rising. Never before had I experienced such 
tiredness and illness only for it to wash away the moment we reached the peak. The summit was beautiful, remnants of 
the glacier surrounded us contradicting the theory that all of Africa is warm. Unfortunately, one of our number was unable to 

summit with us due to a nasty chest infection but, to his credit, he stayed at 15,000 feet and greeted us when we came 
down from the top. Walking down was a tough but simple affair, with each member of the family feeling 

elated for reaching their own personal goals. Reaching the bottom and looking up at 
the summit was amazing, as we could see, very clearly, how far 

we had come. 

BY CARRIE SHAW, GRADE 4 TEACHER

Grade 1 students spent four months engaged in a 
Community Research Project. Students made 
personal connections with ASL faculty and staff 
members from all over the School through a series of 
interviews.

In March, students’ work was shared during a LS 
assembly and the following day, all interviewees were 
welcomed into classrooms for tea to say thank you.

Faustina Tavassoli ’23 said, “I liked the community 
project because we got to learn about other people’s lives 
and how they [the security team] protect the School.”

All those interviewed were touched by the students’ 
friendliness and curiosity about the different types of work 
around ASL. Students also loved getting to know adults 
who contribute to their experiences at school.  

The rocket ship in the Grade 1 hallway symbolizes how 
we are all connected and illustrates ways that individuals 
act in a helpful community.

Grade 1 investigates our community

A South African’s Thoughts on Ubuntu

BY ANELE SISWANA

In my community and throughout 
South Africa, the philosophy of 
Ubuntu is woven into the fabric of 
African life. Ubuntu is a philosophy of 
humanity, the idea that we all share 
the common bond of humanity, and 
as a result, it is important to display 
integrity, kindness and generosity 
towards others.

When I reflect back on my personal 
encounter with ASL students and 

particularly Gwenn, Joy and Roger, I 
got the true sense of what it means 
to be human and the significance 
of relating with other people. 

As I have alluded that in my 
community the philosophy of 
Ubuntu is very important as it 
display the value of humanity and 
embraces diversity. I can fully attest 
and say that I have friends and 
family in London through a life 
changing visit of ASL in South 
Africa. The experience that I had 

with ASL is one my memorable 
event of my life as I have made 
long lasting friends that I 
consider as part of my interna-
tional friends because I know I 
have a “home” in London and in 
America. 

I also felt very encouraged and 
motivated to face up my life 
challenges, I remember when I 
shared my anxiety with Gwen 
about the sermon that I was to 
preach on the Good Friday and all 
she said was, “Don’t worry, 
Anele.” After the sermon I sent 
her my reflections and this is 
what she said, I quote, “Glad to 

hear that you were happy with 
your sermon. Well done. When 
you told me that you would 
preach on Good Friday and that 
you hoped that it would good well, 
I said to myself, ‘Nothing to worry 
about, my friend.’” This was a very 
profound statement that kept me 
inspired and self-motivated.

My future aspirations are to 
visit London and ASL to explore 
and connect globally with people 
that can assist me to achieve my 
personal goals. I have a 
conviction in my heart that my 
dream would be fulfilled one day 
with God being my helper!”

“Reaching the bottom and looking up at the summit was  
amazing, as we could see, very clearly, how far we had come.” 

Lars Skattum ’12   

Kyra Kentopp ’89, P ’17 ’19 ’22, right, first visited Alderney as a 
teenager. She served as the connection for the Alternative trip.

Climbing Kilimanjaro to combat cancer
FAMILY PERSPECTIVE

ALUMNI PERSPECTIVE

Anele Siswana, a former Ubuntu Education Fund student, acted as the 
group facilitator for current Ubuntu and visiting ASL students during 
the South Africa Service Learning trip in April. 
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Rugby Portobello Trust
BY LIZ ALLEN, DIRECTOR OF ALUMNI RELATIONS

Tucked away in Notting Hill, you’ll find Rugby Portobello Trust (RPT), a 
bustling center serving the youth of west London. A new community 
partnership in the spring season, RPT is an education and housing 
charity providing support for young people to explore their interests 
and build their self-esteem. We (faculty coaches and student 
volunteers) visit RPT on Monday afternoons, providing one-to-one 
mentoring and academic support for elementary-aged students by 
assisting with RPT’s after-school “Homework Club.” Young students 
from the community bring in their homework on a variety of subjects 
—math, grammar, spelling—and ASL volunteers provide tutoring and 
assistance with the students’ assignments. Upon completing the 
day’s homework projects, Homework Club members can choose to 
take part in activities ranging from cookery to reading to sport to 
arts and crafts.

Visiting RPT allows us to get to know the students over board games and 
math problems, spelling practice and a game of footie. It’s a great way to get 
to know young people in London we might not otherwise have the opportu-
nity to meet.

The coaches were myself and Director of Major and Planned Gifts Laurie 
Hindley. The two students who generously volunteered their time to help at 
RPT were Lella Ben Halim ’15 and Julia Morris ’14.

Julia explains, “Volunteering at the RPT acts as both a challenge and as a 
pleasure. When working with a child you can’t take for granted that he or sh 
will learn the same way as you do. It’s very much a game of trying many 
different strategies and finding the one that fits. When I worked with a girl 
who had difficulty with math, I quickly saw that the way I was explaining it to 
her wasn’t working. I looked at the work she had been doing before and took 
what I knew she understood and worked it into how I explained the problems 
for her. The other volunteers that I have met are amazing people giving up 
their afternoons to work with these children. The atmosphere is one that is 
nurturing, when I leave I carry that with me. Working with the RPT has made 
me a more fluid person with a willingness to approach things from different 
angles more than once to make something work.”

Julia Morris ’14 and an RPT student worked 
together on a project that combined home-
work with arts and crafts for a special assign-
ment on robots. Together, they constructed a 
robot (shown at right) from aluminum foil, a 
baking cup, pipe cleaners and other baubles.

“I loved how one little girl was so 
excited about the origami that she 
wanted to make every single one of 
the designs that were available.”  

           Tori Sasaki ’12 

Global Festival a Success
BY JULIE CARLIN-SASAKI P ‘12, ‘14

The 2012 PCA-ICC Global Festival was held on 25 March 2012.  The 
theme was “Finding the World in London” as the festival focused on 
the international nature of London itself, mirrored in the ASL commu-
nity. There were many highlights.  More than 1,500 people attended, 
ranging in age from 8 weeks to 86 years.  There were 35 food tables 
representing 47 countries from every continent except Antarctica, and 
the 50-nation parade in the Opening Ceremony featured ASL students 
dressed in national costume and talking about their favorite ways to 
experience their home country’s culture and a cameo appearance by 
Head of School Coreen Hester.  Finally, there was the captivating 
entertainment from as far away as China (lion dancers and martial 
artists) and as close as Quintin Kynaston school across the street 
(hip-hop dancers). 

This year also featured many educational Finding the World in London 
events captured in the new Eye on London gallery montages. These events 
included both parent events such as an insider’s tour of Middle Temple to 
student events such as classroom celebrations of Chinese New Year and a 
lower school class learning Iranian dancing. Students from every division at 
ASL volunteered at the Festival whether leading a game table, singing in the 
Opening Ceremony, writing the Festival’s own computer game or entertaining 
the crowd. Teachers and staff helped set up, took pictures at the dress-up 
area and alumni volunteered with set-up, cleaning up and enjoyed the 
Festival.  But the true heart of the Festival was the joy and learning of the ASL 
parents, students, faculty, staff and visitors as they truly “found the world in 
London [at ASL]” by learning how to do calligraphy from the East Asia, 
sampling pierogi from Poland or ragda patis from India, making new friends 
and trying the first ever Global Festival computer game. 

Grade 4 teacher Matt Kish said, “There are only a few events that are able 
to truly bring together the whole ASL community at one time, from K1 to 
Grade 12, including teachers, students and families, and the Global Festival 
accomplished that. It was amazing to see the diversity of cultures represented 
and the pride that each group had, but also the feeling of togetherness. I 
loved seeing all the members of the ASL community playing games, eating 
food, and sharing their cultures with each other.”

Grade 4 student reflects on Nirvana
BY CARRIE SHAW,  
GRADE 4 TEACHER

This Spring Break, Russell 
Cornelius flew to India to 
enjoy some time off school 
with his family. But he ended 
up spending memorable hours 
at the Nirvana School close to 
Pondicherry, India. 

Russell comments: ”It was 
extremely hot and I was so 
surprised that they stayed in their 
classrooms! The students are the 
most disciplined and polite 
children as you can leave them in 
class and they work, and during 
morning assemblies, they respond 
to a signal or single command”.

He was also surprised when 
joining in a game of football 
with the HS students that, “the 
students played barefoot when 
the ground was smoking!”

ASL has had an ongoing 
relationship with the Nirvana 
School. For almost a decade, 
teams of teachers have 
traveled to India to spend time 
with the students and teachers 
at this local English-medium 
school. The connections we 
have built over time are 
immeasurable and students 
from both schools enjoy 
receiving letters and photos. 

Each year, Lower School 
students and families raise 

money that goes directly to 
benefit more than 400 
students there. This year, 
several thousand pounds were 
raised through the generosity 
and hard work of LS families. 
Funds were used to purchase 
toiletry kits for all students, 
football uniforms for their 
newly created football team, 
and benches and tables for a 
new classroom. The remainder 
of our donations will help pay 
for the repair of a fence that 
had been damaged in 
December’s hurricane. 
Russell’s advice to anyone 
going to visit is: “Go in thinking 
it’s going to be interesting.” 
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Dominican Republic  
fair-trade travel program
BY MICHELLE GERKEN, GLOBAL COMMUNITY COORDINATOR

In March, 15 students and three teachers traveled to the Dominican 
Republic to explore its culture, natural landscape, and fair-trade 
cocoa production. Global Exchange, a non-profit organization that 
promotes human rights, connected the group with CONOCADO, a 
fair-trade cocoa cooperative, that negotiates higher prices for famers 
to sell their cocoa on the international market. The students learned 
about each stage of harvesting and production by spending two days 
living with the farmers, sharing meals, and working in their fields. The 
group discovered the natural beauty of the island at Los Haitises 
National Park and learned about the differences between the 
Dominican Republic and its neighboring country, Haiti. Students also 
visited a factory that pays its workers a “living wage” and produces 
college apparel for universities who have joined the anti-sweatshop 
movement. While poverty and political struggles have plagued the DR 
historically, students experienced a nation that has integrated 
sustainable agricultural and fair trade models to bring development 
to people who are among the poorest in the Western hemisphere. As 
a result of their trip, the students are organizing a fair-trade club in 
the High School to raise awareness about the importance of buying 
fair trade products.  

BY PETER SKOW ‘14

I can’t say for certain what it was that inspired me to apply for the Dominican 
Republic service trip over all the other choices, though I suspect it was largely 
instinct. If that be the case, then I would like to compliment my former self on 
his impeccable taste, because, though he had no way of knowing it at the 
time, this trip turned out to be one of the single most fantastic experiences, 
school-related or not, that I’ve ever had. 

Fresh out of customs and into the balmy Caribbean afternoon, I knew that I 
was in for something altogether unlike anything I’d ever done before. We met a 
man, a Dominican born to Haitian parents known to us as Frankie, who was to 
be our driver, tour guide, translator and friend for the next eight days. Frankie 
told us how his father had abandoned his family when he was just a teenager, 
how he had to become the breadwinner and cut sugar cane as a day laborer, 
and yet he was as lively, if not more so, as any 28 year old I’ve ever met, and 
he was all too eager to share his favorite Dominican pop music with us.

We spent two of the days during our stay with host families who were part of 
a fair-trade cocoa farming cooperative called CONOCADO. We were split into 
groups of three, with one member of each group serving as a translator, a 
responsibility that, in the case of my group, fell on my shoulders. It was 
difficult, and being thrust directly into life on a cocoa farm with no running 
water and animals running about unimpeded was not an easy transition. But, 
after quite a few hilarious misunderstandings, we managed to get into the 
swing of things, and I learned how to pick yucca, harvest bananas, tasted fresh 
cocoa and managed to stumble my way through a night of dancing the perico 
ripiao, and I was certainly better off for it. And as I was leaving, Cita, the 
mother from my group’s host family, assured me that, were I ever to return, I’d 
be in good hands because she’d be my mamá Dominicana.

There were relaxing parts, too. We spent a day at the absolutely stunning 
Los Haitises National Park, which I could have sworn felt like walking through 
one of Hollywood’s biggest productions (and I later found out that parts of 
Pirates of the Caribbean had indeed been filmed there). Another afternoon was 
spent at a popular local beach, but not a moment went by, be it chatting with 
Frankie over dinner or searching for fresh mangoes, when I didn’t feel that 
what I was experiencing was absolutely and wonderfully unique. That’s what’s 
so great about this trip: it’s a unique way to learn about the world, although, if 
I had my way, I’d do all my learning like this.

BY SVENA BHASIN ’14

The Dominican Republic trip this year was an extremely enjoyable and 
rewarding experience. From having the opportunity to learn about fair trade 
through the cacoa cooperative we worked with, to enjoying the sun at the 
Dominican beach, we were able to immerse ourselves into the Dominican 
culture. Being able to spend a couple of days with cacoa farming families 
served not only as an educational experience about the farming process but 
also a place where we learned to dance bachata, merengue, and perico ripiao 
to fabulous Dominican music, and created our meals from the plantation to 
the dinner plate. 

Starting off the week with absolutely no knowledge of Spanish, it was a chal-
lenging experience to communicate with farmers. However, after being so 
exposed to the language, and with the help of Spanish-speaking friends, I was 
able to understand more Spanish and even begin to communicate by myself by 
the end of the trip. Under conditions that are so foreign, the group of teachers 
and students all became close very quickly. After learning about fair trade first 
hand, I feel a lot more knowledgeable than I could ever have been about the 
process from a desk in a classroom in London. Now that I have seen the 
process, I feel more able to come back to ASL and make a difference.

Helping at 
Highbury
BY LAKSH BHASIN ’12

Our PCA Community Service Day 
project at the Highbury Round-
house Youth and Community 
Centre was a tremendous 
success. We arrived at the site 
with a large group of 20 volun-
teers, composed of ASL parents, 
high-schoolers, middle-schoolers 
and lower-schoolers. Beginning at 
9:30 am, we received a warm 
introduction from the site director, 
before setting out to paint a 
nature-themed mural in the kids’ 
play area. With design help from 
high-school art students Zack 

Nathan, Gabi Bielsky, Phoebe 
Mitchell and Shahid Mahdi, the 
group was able to paint a vibrant 
mural on the two previously 
plain walls of the playground. 
This mural featured clouds, 
mountains, a large tree, jungle 
animals (monkeys, lions, etc.), 
and much more, continuing on 
the jungle theme of the previ-
ously painted third wall.

In addition to painting the mural, 
a very small group also worked on 
repainting the front door of the site.

We were successful in our 
ambitious project thanks to careful 
planning in the weeks leading up to 
Community Service Day. Because of 
our frequent meetings to discuss our 
goals, our designs (including input 
from Zack and Shahid), and the 
supplies we would need, we were 
organized and efficient on the day. 

We were also careful to not overload 
ourselves with projects, while still 
choosing projects that would keep 
us busy and hard at work.

As we still have paint and supplies 
left over from our work, we would 
suggest future groups work on 
renovation of the hallway and the 
sign at the front entrance. Replacing 
or repainting the front sign would 
particularly brighten up the 
atmosphere of the center’s front 
entrance.

Overall, our Community Service 
Day was very productive. We are 
thrilled to have accomplished so 
much with such generous help, 
especially from the ASL art students 
who went above and beyond in their 
volunteer work. We hope the 
children at the center enjoy the 
changed atmosphere inspired by the 
new playground mural.

BY MARY CROWLEY, PCA COMMUNITY SERVICE CHAIR

In an effort to meet the needs of the charities we work with, the PCA Community Service Day team expanded 
volunteer opportunities to Saturday as well as Sunday.  More than 200 volunteers worked both days at 
organizations around London, including soup kitchens, community centers, schools, shelters, playgrounds, 
elder care and water conservation charities. Special thanks to the adult and high school site leaders who led 
the work for each project, and to David, Hattie, Gretchen, Donna, Kara and Cynthia who made it all happen!

STUDENT SITE LEADERS: JEFFREY BANDEEN ’12, LAKSH BHASIN ’12 AND ALFIE ASTOR ’13
PARENT SITE LEADERS: REBECCA THOMPSON P ’13 ’18 AND HATTIE HARTMAN P ’15

Service Day Becomes Service Weekend
SPECIAL FEATURE

Above and left: Students put 
together welcome packages for 
Women’s Solace Aid as a part of 
the PCA Community Service Day.
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