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Photographer to Share Experiences in Haiti 
On 12 January 2010, the earth shook and Haiti’s capital Port-au-Prince fell to its 
knees. The 7.0 earthquake reduced the capital to rubble, causing an official death 
toll of 31,600 people, leaving more than 1.5 million homeless and generating an 
estimated $14 billion of damage. Over a year after the earthquake, Haitians are still 
felling the effects. There was a cholera outbreak in the capital that claimed the lives 
of at least 3,700 people, and political tension has resulted in violence, while much of 
the damaged areas still need to be cleared.

ASL played a role in relief efforts, with the community giving £20,216 through 
fundraisers and donations. It is evident that the problems in Haiti have by no means 
been solved and the world must not forget this struggling country. 

To keep Haiti fresh in the minds of ASL students, photographer Wyatt Gallery will visit 
the School in the early part of the 2011-12 school year. After the earthquake, Gallery 
spent time in Port-au-Prince, photographing the capital and its people. Gallery document-
ed his photographs and journal entries of his time in Haiti in his recently published book, 
TENT LIFE: HAITI.
– Patrick Collins ’14 

Update on Pakistan
In late July 2010, four major regions of Pakistan were severely affected by flood-
ing. Roughly one fifth of Pakistan was underwater, with a death toll close to 2,000 
people. However, it is estimated that 20 million people have been affected by these 
floods, primarily through displacement. The floods   17 million acres of arable land 
and also affected the water supply in certain areas, resulting in water-borne dis-
eases, including cholera, being spread.

Numerous clubs at ASL organized fundraisers to assist the victims of this natural 
disaster, predominantly the National Honor Society and the South Asia Club. Both clubs 
organized life boxes, where students from all divisions of the School donated a box filled 
with emergency supplies, which were then shipped to Pakistan to help those people who 
had been displaced. The South Asia Club also organized the sale of wristbands, which 
raised a total of £1,350 and South Asia Night provided another £835 in donations.

The impact of the floods is still being felt throughout Pakistan, especially in 
less-developed areas. This includes malnutrition, homelessness, and a severe dip in 
the economy. It has also been reported that many children who lived in areas hit by 
the floods are suffering from psychological issues, such as anxiety, depression and 
phobias.
 – Amrita Miglani ’12

 News
The Global Center contains all manner of things, from piles of 

second-hand soccer cleats destined for Liberia to glass bangles 

from Afghanistan and clothing for the Solace women’s shelters. You 

can pick up a copy of Kilburn Park Shouts Out!, a newspaper created 

through the high school Community Opportunities Program, or buy a 

cookbook for Doorstep funded by a PCA Community Connections 

grant. There are wristbands and T-shirts for disaster relief in Japan 

and sponsor forms for the upcoming Ubuntu Education Fund 

walkathon. It all creates a wonderful buzz fed by the energy and 

leadership from students from every grade. Best of all, though, are 

the stories that everyone brings. 

In Perspectives, we try to capture some of those stories; this new 

larger issue reflects what happens when partnerships turn into 

friendships and, this being England, sometimes someone puts the 

kettle on. It’s only when stories are exchanged and shared that their 

magic really begins to work. Then people become three-dimensional 

and familiar, differences are forgotten and everyone’s voices can be 

heard. There are stories here from all over the world and down the 

road. We hope they will capture your interest, encourage you to find 

out more and get involved. This is only the beginning of what we 

hope will be some very long stories indeed.

Happy reading.

Annabel Lucy Smith
Director of Global Studies & 
Community Partnerships
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Mexico    
service trip
BY ISSY KELLY ’14 

During the 10 days of Spring 
Break 2011, 13 ASL students from 
the High School traveled to the 
Mexican region of Chiapas on a 
service trip, where they explored 
the Mexican culture and also had 
the opportunity to bring much-
needed laptops to students in 
Yashalum. 

The Yashalum de Santiago Apóstle 
Foundation, which established and 
maintains the dorms for students, 
prides itself on being “a self-help civil 
association, to help the Mayan 
indigenous people of Chiapas work 
towards a better future.” They do this 
by providing a safe environment, where 
students on scholarships can live and 
study. The students are provided with 
meals and the resources necessary to 
further their education in the small 
Mexican town of Yashalum, where they 
attend high school. The students 
come from smaller villages in the 

highlands of Mexico, where education 
is limited. Father Loren Riebe founded 
the program in 1990, and since then, 
more than 300 sponsored students 
have graduated from junior high, 200 
from high school and 150 from 
colleges.

The ASL students were excited to 
take part in the trip and have the 
opportunity to explore a foreign 
culture and country (none of the 13 
students had ever been to Mexico 
before the trip). They learned about 
the ancient history of the country 
through visiting the Mayan ruins, 
which gave them a greater apprecia-
tion for the surviving “modern 
Mayans” whom they met at Yash-
alum. The ASL and Yashalum 
students stayed in contact via the 
computers, which were brought to 
Mexico by the ASL students, through 
the Facebook pages set up by both 
communities. Both ASL and the 
Yashalum community benefited from 
their encounters together in Mexico. 
The trip provided the ASL students an 
opportunity to step outside their 
comfort zones, explore a new part of 
the world, and make lasting 
friendships with the welcoming 
Chiapas community.

Yashalum de Santiago 
Apóstle Foundation... prides 
itself on being “a self-help 
civil association, to help the 
Mayan indigenous people of 
Chiapas work towards a 
better future.”

How to get involved…
Buy a handcrafted accessory made by students in the 
Yashalum girls’ dorm, which will be on sale this spring.  
All proceeds go to supporting more young people in the 
Yashalum student scholarships.

Sponsor students…
Donate a small amount of money each month. It costs $25 a 
month to support a high school student and $100 per month 
to support a college student. http://www.missionteaching-
foundation.org/pages/ways_to_help.html

Be aware...       
Visit http://www.missionteachingfoundation.org/pages/
yashalum_story.html and watch the video about the Yashalum 
dorms to learn more.

“I hope to keep these 
relationships strong by 
keeping in touch. Already 
now we write to each other 
and share our experiences.” 
      - Natalia Sollecito ’14



Students 
work to 
help aid 
devastation 
in Japan
BY MADELEINE BRIGGS ’14  

When Japan was hit by its first 
earthquake on 11 March 2011, the 
world turned its attention to the 
shocking footage that began to hit 
television screens everywhere. A 
tsunami and a series of 
aftershocks devastated the 
northern part of the country 
leaving thousands injured, 
missing, homeless or dead. 
Beginning over Spring Break, ASL 
launched a flurry of efforts to 
help Japan. 

Both Kay Hasegawa ’13 and Ariko 
Kurono ’13 had to cancel trips to 
Japan and decide to spend Spring 
Break trying to help Japan. “We had 
nothing to do for two weeks, so we 

figured that we should try to help 
Japan in some way,” Hasegawa said. 
“We got together and we made a 
Facebook page. That was a way to 
raise awareness about what was 
going on and how ASL, as a 
community, could help.” The girls then 
went on to organize a two-day bake 
sale, when school was back in 
session, raising about £1,500. 

Another project, initiated by Kendall 
Hass ’20, was the sale of ASL for 
Japan wristbands. Hass said she 
wanted to do something for Japan 
and decided to make bracelets 
because they were fun and would give 
people a memory of the cause. 

Groups in the Middle School have 
also sold T-shirts and badges to raise 
money for Japan.

Cranes are traditionally a sign of 
hope, luck and prosperity in Japan 
and ASL is working on an all-school 
project, supported by the PCA and ICC 
Japan Group to fold more than 1000 
origami cranes. The hope is that with 
the help of The American School in 
Japan, much closer to the affected 
area, the money raised by the ASL 
community will go to relevant causes 
and those most in need. 

Members of the community can 
stay updated by reading Take Note or 
going to the ASL for Japan Facebook 
page.

“Beginning over Spring 
Break, ASL launched a 
flurry of efforts to help 
Japan.”  

BY PATRICK LEE, KINDERGARTEN TEAM LEADER

We feel that for our K1 and K2 students, service best 
starts at home. Children can learn that by doing very 
simple and caring things as a family they can have a 
positive effect on others, develop relationships and 
create habits of giving that will last a long time. 

Our service project entitled “Sharing Spring” was an 
opportunity for each family to do something nice for someone 
in their community. Each family was asked to choose at least 

one activity from a shared list of suggestions which included 
performing a service for a neighbor, senior citizen or friend 
such as walking a dog, cooking dinner or helping out with 
gardening, or making Easter/Passover/Spring cards for the 
patients at St. John’s Hospice. We then made a wall display 
for all Kindergarten students to share their stories, and from 
these we created individual class books. 

Sharing Spring really accomplished our goals. The pride and 
joy that our students had when sharing what they did for 
someone else, especially with their very own family, was so 
evident. I think we should do it again next year!

‘Sharing Spring’ in Kindergarten



BY SKY SWANSON ’14

A few weeks ago, I traveled to the tiny, landlocked Afri-
can country of Rwanda. Best known for the horrific 100-
day genocide in 1994, in which nearly 1 million people 
lost their lives, I was not exactly sure what to expect. 
How good could life be in a country in which neighbor 
killed neighbor, eliminating a tenth of the population 17 
years ago? To my surprise, while the genocide obviously 
left a huge scar on the country, Rwanda seems to be po-
litically stable and is making serious economic progress. 
Most surprising to me was how everyone was cheerful, 
optimistic and friendly.

Deep in the mountainous countryside, I witnessed 
Opportunity International’s Rwandan “bank on wheels” in 
action, serving its remotest clients. Standing in the middle 
of a field, holding the hands of two barefoot children, I 
watched a mother access her bank account from the back 

Students participate in pilot Right to Play leadership program 

BY LEO MATLOCK, RIGHT TO PLAY

Building off the success of the Right to Play Club, ASL 
students were given the opportunity to get further involved in 
the program in the second season of the Community Outreach 
Program, and participate in a leadership experience, which 
was specifically created for ASL. Seventeen students 
completed a 10-week curriculum, the first of its kind for Right 
to Play in the UK, which covered a wide range of topics and 
explored the details behind Right to Play’s charity work. The 
program was designed to give participants a better 

understanding of using sport for the development of young 
people. Students discussed issues such as the international 
youth movement, the impact play can have on children, the 
benefits of sport, as well as getting further insight into how 
Right to Play works. Through cooperation, empathy and 
communication, students were able to expand their 
understanding of Right to Play and what it takes to be an 
effective leader.

Following on from theory, students were taken through a more 
practical process, where they developed their coaching skills. Working 
in small teams, participants began by coaching other members of the 

course in Right to Play games. Having successfully demonstrated their 
coaching skills, the students then had the opportunity to work 
alongside ASL PE teachers and Right to Play staff, and lead a series of 
Right to Play games to lower school classes during lunchtime. The 
course ended with a showcase event, attended by more than 40 
people, where students demonstrated the hard work and dedication 
they had put in throughout the season, where everyone participated in 
an hour-long games session, supervised entirely by the students. 

For more information on Right to Play, contact Lars Skattum ’11 or 
Annabel Lucy Smith.
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Through cooperation, empathy and communication, students were able to expand 
their understanding of Right to Play and what it takes to be an effective leader.

BY EVELYN SWANSON (P’14 ’16)

More than 20 years ago, when I first volunteered in 
Rwanda, it was an extremely isolated place, one which 
most of my family and friends had not heard of back 
then.  Although Rwanda is still associated with the 
unspeakable atrocities that happened in the mid-1990s, 
we discovered that Rwandans have moved far beyond 
those dark, violent days. Well-stocked stores line the 
freshly paved streets of Kigali, with new buildings under 
construction everywhere.  We learned that the 
government and police force are staffed with women, 
and females compose over 50% of Parliament. All 
children – including girls – are required to attend school 
through age 14.

The country’s resurrection has been supported by the 

of the bank’s Land Rover, using biometrics (her thumb print). 
Later, another organization Women-for-Women, took me to see 
a successful cooperative farm, where the poorest members of 
the village are trained to cultivate their own plots of land. The 
trip also included a visit into the hills to witness the milling of 
a record-breaking coffee harvest. In three short years, 
TechnoServe has helped the cooperative COCAMU’s 396 
members increase coffee yield and quality, and earn more for 
the coffee they produce. I also visited two schools and an 
orphanage and was impressed with the serious – and seriously 
happy – children who welcomed me with almost perfect English 
greetings.

Prepared for the worst, I was surprised by some of the 
happiest, most optimistic people and experiences during my 
week in Rwanda. I learned a great deal about how hard work 
and cooperation can help a country recover from a nightmare. 
While I’m not sure with which NGO (non-governmental organiza-
tion) or exactly how, I do know that I will remain involved with 
Rwanda for many years to come.

Student witnesses resilience  
in Rwanda working with NGOs

deliberate government policy of fostering Rwandans’ innate 
capacity for forgiveness, and by the hard work of hundreds of 
dedicated NGOs. At Kigali’s impressively educational Genocide 
Memorial, we spoke with survivors who explained that after 
dealing with worst perpetrators of genocide, Rwanda permitted 
communities to release prisoners who expressed remorse. The 
government mandates monthly “Umuganda” (nationwide 
community service days), aimed at rebuilding strong 
communities.

To me, Rwanda’s recent history illustrates the power of 
institutionalizing forgiveness, reconciliation and cooperation. 
Having experienced unthinkable tragedy a short 17 years ago, 
Rwandans proudly perform miracles today. With much of the 
country lacking electricity and running water, Rwanda clearly 
still has much work ahead, but Rwanda’s success may provide 
inspiration for other troubled, developing nations seeking a 
path to stability and prosperity.

Rwanda: A place of forgiveness
Parent reflects on Rwanda over past 20 years



Parent reflects on Rwanda over past 20 years

BY STEFAN NEALIS ’12

The Winch (Winchester Project) is a community center in Swiss 
Cottage, which reaches out to more than 2,000 children, teenagers 
and other members of the local community each year. They work to 
help young people in building relationships, enhancing their 
communities and reaching their full potential. 

ASL is a core partner with the Win ch and our Community Opportunities 
program allows students to volunteer at the charity twice a week, or to 
donate time during the fall and spring Community Service days. The Winch 
is currently looking to redesign its building, as it is old and rundown, and 
is collaborating with leading architects and well-known social entrepreneur 
Jonathan Robinson to work on this large project. 

Recent spending cuts have limited the funds available to vital commu-
nity projects such as the Winch, it is are currently battling a financial 
crisis. The Winch has many friends at ASL who are working to find creative 
ways to support the project during their financial struggle.

“The trip was a 
source of 
inspiration for the 
Winch redesign.”

ASL students and 
teachers become 
part of the Winch 
family
BY JODI COATS, DEAN OF ADMISSIONS

When I signed up to be a community coach in the 
new community partnerships program back in the 
fall of 2010 I didn’t think much about what I was 
getting into. I volunteered to be a community 
coach because I wanted to find a way to spend 
time with ASL students.

Every Thursday, I go to the after-school play scheme 
at the Winchester Project in Swiss Cottage with three 
or four ASL students. There,  we spend our time 
playing with the children aged 4-12 who attend. For all 
of us, Thursday afternoons have become something to 
look forward to in a busy week. 

Playing Chutes and Ladders with six-year olds, 
spending hours playing four square in “adventure” (the 
playground), helping with craft projects, serving up 
“tuck” (the afterschool snack of toast with butter and 
jam) or just sitting and talking with a child are some of 
the ways we spend our time. There are also furious 
games of table football – last week one of the Winch 
boys spotted two ASL girls eight points, and he still 
won handsomely.

In the beginning, the children at the Winch didn’t 
quite know what to make of “the Americans,” as they 
call us. A few weeks ago, we arrived a bit late, and 
they were jumping up and down with excitement to see 
us. 

When I watch ASL students interacting with the kids 
at the Winch, it’s impossible to say who is having more 
fun. We have become part of the Winch family.

Winch faces budget cuts

Students experience  
Harlem Learning Journey 
BY STEFAN NEALIS ’12

Three ASL students and long-term Winch volunteers Kay Hasegawa ’13, Yuiko Kurono ’11 and 
Anna Keene ’11, along with Annabel Lucy Smith, Director of Global Studies and Community 
Partnerships and Paul Perkins, Director of the Winchester Project, traveled to New York in late 
April on the Harlem Learning Journey. 

They were part of a 17-strong team whose mission was to visit New York’s finest community projects, 
including The Girl’s Club of New York, Harlem Children’s Zone, the Urban Justice Center and Superhero Supply 
Store, to seek inspiration and learn lessons from the experts. They documented their experience through film, 
photography and writing. 

The trip was a source of inspiration for the Winch building redesign, as well as social enterprise possibili-
ties. Ms. Smith says that the Winch, “invited us [ASL] to be part of this experience and it is an incredibly 
exciting challenge.”

“Young people build 
relationships, enhance their 
community and reach their 
full potential.”

“Different 
approaches were  
all inspiring in  
their unique ways.”

BY KAY HASEGAWA ’13

I had lived in New York City for six years, but visiting it again made me question if I had truly 
“lived” in my childhood home. I had lived in a tiny bubble called the Upper East, and never 
bothered to venture to the outskirts of the less “posh” areas. 

Traveling to New York with the perspective of a community helper, I felt like I was visiting a city that I 
had never been to before. I had never been to Harlem and many other places that the projects were 
situated – usually the places that needed the most help. 

The success of the projects were overwhelming and their different approaches to various community 
issues were all inspiring in their unique ways. 

I hope to take what I learned from this trip, and help improve the Winch, while still keeping the Winch 
the wonderful Winch that it is. 

Student sees ‘home’ through 
different eyes, new perspective



Students attend 10th 
annual Mulberry Youth            
Conference in NYC
BY PATRICK MAYR ‘13

On 7 April 2011, six ASL students 
embarked on a short tube ride to 
attend the 10th annual Mulberry 
Youth Conference. It was held at 
Mulberry School for Girls and this 
was the first year ASL was invited to 
send a delegation to the confer-
ence. It was first hosted in 2001 and 
created as a response by a delega-
tion of girls from Mulberry, who had 
attended the United Nations 
Conference in New York. The group 
of students was so moved by the 
opportunity to communicate with 
other young people from all over the 
world that they decided to set up a 
similar conference in London. Since 
then, the conference has flourished 
and welcomed delegations from all 
over Britain, other parts of Europe 
and the US.

Each year, the conference focuses on 
a designated theme(s), and this year’s 
topics were youth, the media and social 
change. The first part of the conference 
was a series of speeches given by 

professionals, who excelled in their 
respective fields. Speakers included: 
Fiona Lloyd Davis, an established movie 
producer/director, who has shot many 
films for the BBC and Channel 4, and 
Guy Smallman, a photojournalist for 
over a decade, and Alan Rusbridger, 
editor of the Guardian newspaper.

Student delegates were also given 
the opportunity to give speeches about 
a chosen topic to the gathered 
assembly and Shahid Mahdi ’13 was 
the only ASL student brave enough to 
give a speech about his views on 
advertising. 

There were also workshops, including 
one on Amnesty International, where we 
constructed posters demanding the 
release of unlawfully convicted Chinese 
journalist Shi Tao. The conference was 
an ideal opportunity to get to know and 
engage in conversations with people of 
entirely different ethnic backgrounds 
and to listen to their opinions. The 
conference works very well in tandem 
with our mission statement “education 
with a global perspective”, and I can 
recommend it to future participants.

On 10 May, ASL students who had participated in the spring 
season of the Kiburn Park School community activity hosted 
students from KPS on the School’s playground. The students 
played water balloon volleyball, hide-and-seek and football 
and enjoyed their last meeting of the school year with baked 
treats. The afternoon also provided an opportunity for the 
students to celebrate the publication of issue 2 of the first 
volume of “Kilburn Park Shouts Out”, the school newspaper 
the students have been working on together. 

“The conference was about 
us, the youth, empowering 
ourselves to help the world to 
become a better place and 
valuing our own views.”  
     - Kay Hasegawa ’13

BY VICKY FOX,  
DIRECTOR OF DOORSTEP

ASL's partnership with Doorstep 
has been forged over a number of 
years, but this year they have 
surpassed all previous years in the 
outstanding help they have given 
us. 

One part of this is through the high 
School Community Opportunities 
program: after an eight-week pilot, this 
had proved so successful that it is now 

part of our regular weekly program. Two 
teachers and approximately 10 high 
school students join with Doorstep’s 
families once a week to try out recipes 
from different cultures, and to share 
food and stories. They have then taken 
these recipes and stories and turned 
them into a cookbook, which is being 
sold by ASL and Sainsbury's to support 
Doorstep's ongoing work. 

Recipe books are available from 
Annabel Lucy Smith in the Global 
Center, price £3.

Partnership yields cookbook 



BY MIKE BOODEY, GRADE 7 TEACHER

A combination of stress and excitement, comparable 
to any news room, permeated the Middle School as 
Grade 7 students sharpened pencils, flipped open their 
reporter’s notebooks and prepared for a series of 
press conferences with local guest speakers. 

Friday, 25 February was Grade 7 Write on Rights Day and 
the student reporters were ready to hit the beat, within the 
walls of ASL. 

The Rights Day was conceived by the Grade 7 teachers as 
a way for students to learn about local human rights issues 
and resources in the greater NW8 community. Students 
interviewed representatives who work with human rights and 
eventually wrote feature articles to share their work. Once 
published, the stories will be available in the School and the 
community. 

“The idea was to find local examples of human rights in 
action. We also wanted our students to act as real 
journalists to find the human stories and publish their 
work,” explains Grade 7 English and social studies teacher 
Traci Tucker. 

“When our stories are published, the people in the 
community will learn about what’s happening with human 
rights,” said student Nick Cline. 

The path of a reporter requires perseverance. First, 
students mapped the offices and organizations associated 
with different human rights in the community. 

“We found things like police stations, theaters, and 
community help offices and put them on a map,” says Grade 
7 student, Lauren Dasher, “Then we had a lot of questions!” 

Once the human rights organizations were on the map 
students visualized where human rights are physically 
located.

Students selected the groups they wanted to research 
and interview. Invitations were sent and the deadline 
pressure was on to learn as much as they could about the 
guest speakers. Students and human rights guest speakers 
gathered in the afternoon for the press conferences. 

Twelve organizations participated including a few who are 
part of ASL community Partnership: Whizz Kidz, The 
Winchester Project, and St. John’s Hospice, for example. 
Other participating organizations were Right to Play, Human 
Rights Watch, TechnoServe, Umbuntu, and ASL’s own 
Annabel Lucy Smith representing the Global Center at ASL.

Speakers were grilled by the student journalists as they 
strived to find the stories relating to human rights. 

“It was quite exciting. We had to dress up and it felt like 
we were real journalists,” Alexa Dark Barakat reported. 

However, the learning went beyond journalistic skills. 
Bobby Collins spoke with a student and teacher from 

Quentin Kynaston School to learn how the neighboring 
school supports their students. 

“I learned a label can mean a lot of different things. The 
word refugee is more complicated than just something like 
illegal immigrants. A QK student named Lorik was a refugee 
from Kosovo and all these years later, he’s just a normal kid 
going to school.”

Alex Liederman said, “In the end, I felt proud, satisfied, 
because I asked questions. I was unhappy it was over 
because it was pretty fun.”

An anthology of the student articles will be available in 
the Mellon Library. 

Grade 5 strengthens 
Doorstep partnership 
 
BY LINDA BENSON, GRADE 5 TEACHER

For about six years, the Grade 5 service learning project has been working 
with Doorstep, one of ASL’s core local community partners. Doorstep is a 
unique charity that gives shelter and support to homeless families in 
Camden.

This year, we have set ourselves two main projects. In December, through the 
generosity of many families at ASL, we were able to give presents to more than 100 
children who normally would go without. In addition, we offered two after-school 
classes in decorating gingerbread houses for Christmas. Forty-three Grade 5 students 
participated, and as a result we collected a total of £430 to help with the second 
stage of our project in the spring. This money will go towards providing essential items, 
such as cooking utensils and laundry items for the families at Doorstep. In conjunc-
tion with the director, Vicky Fox, each class will choose, price up and buy these items 
according to their allocated budget, and these will be delivered to Doorstep towards 
the end of May.

BY ALEX MACPHAIL, GRADE 8 TEACHER

The Grade 8 service learning project this school year was on microfinance. 
Each advisory had an account with the non-profit organization Kiva. We 
followed the service learning cycle and learned about the reasons for 
poverty, and then this was followed by a section on microfinance.  

Pete Smith came and spoke to the grade about his work with Opportunity Interna-
tional in Africa in January. Each advisory then developed a lending philosophy to help 
direct their decision-making, and starting in early February, each advisory began to 
lend through the Kiva website to individual and groups that met their criteria.  

Grade 8 students invest in  
microfinance organizations

“A label can 
mean a lot 
of different 
things. The 
word refu-
gee is more 
complicated 
than just 
something 
like illegal 
immigrants.”

The field comes to ASL: 
Grade 7 journalists learn 
from human rights speakers

Grade 6 works with H2O 
For Life projects in Kenya
BY JUDI ARMSTRONG, GRADE 6 TEACHER     

Grade 6 began the year with a unit in science class on water use and 
conservation then in November we teamed with H2O For Life, a non-profit 
organization that helps fund water projects around the world. The students 
selected Kenya as our focus country and H2O For Life partnered us with 
the Wangige Primary School for a water improvement project. Each Grade 6 
student wrote a post card, which was taken by an H2O For Life team 
member to Wangige Primary, and we received several pen pal letters back 
from students.

During January students tracked their water usage at home. They took shorter show-
ers, hand washed dishes instead of using the dishwasher, turned off the tap while 
brushing their teeth, flushed less often and drank bottled water instead of tap water. 
At the end of the month students calculated the savings in water in their household 
and donated that money to our H2O fund. Our goal was $2500 however we were able 
to send $4355 to H2O For Life. These funds went to build IKO Toilets, hand washing 
stations and the installation of a new rainwater catchment tank.



All over London, 
260 help out 
during ASL 
Community 
Service Day

A new student reflects  
on a new experience
As a new student to ASL this year, 
Ayanna Sangiovanni ’12 found the 
Community Service Day to be helpful 
and interesting. 

“I came from a really big public school, 
where they didn’t really organize a 
community service day. It’s great that 
ASL organizes this event, so that you can 
go to different places and help people 
who need it,” Sangiovanni said.

After visiting a nearby Solace Women’s 
Shelter, Sangiovanni found the experi-
ence inspiring and touching. “One of the 

BY KATIE DILLON ’14

On 17 April 2011, more than 260 volunteers from
the ASL community, including board members, 
principals, faculty, staff, students and parents 
participated in the School’s biannual Community 
Service Day. 

Volunteers worked at more than 13 sites, from 
Highbury to Wandsworth and they helped to paint, clean, 
garden and create art for many different charities, 
including hospices, soup kitchens, community centers, 
shelters and schools. Some sites included long-standing 
partners: The Winchester Project, Doorstep, Kilburn Park 
School, Solace Women’s Shelters and the Soup Kitchen 
at the American Church, as well as first time site, Kimber 
Playground in Wandsworth.

The day was sponsored by the PCA, and was organized 
by ASL parents David Brush, Hattie Hartman and 
Gretchen Welch, and was carried out by 13 teams of 
parent and HS site leaders. Although the efforts of the 
day might seem temporary to the volunteers, the 
charities unanimously agreed that the days were of great 
value, not only for the work that was accomplished, but 
also for the positive role modelling that ASL volunteers 
bring to each site.

“While working at 
the site, it felt 
really good to help 
the women seeking 
refuge with their 
gardening and 
general cleaning.”     
    - Sydney Fass ’13

women came to see what we were doing, 
and her son was so excited to see 
people helping and all the toys.” 
Sangiovanni believes Community Service 
Day should be about the community 
coming together and helping out and she 
was pleased to see Mrs. Coreen Hester, 
Head of School, “throw on some jeans 
and help out.” It was great to see the 
ASL community come together and work 
side by side to improve the lives of these 
women. 


